R671 (R608) Rumination for Dec. 17, 2017
The Theme: 
Jerusalem! Jerusalem!



The Text:  
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets
Mt. 23:37
The Thots: 
[This Rumination, first appeared on Oct. 2, 2016 is Reposted today in the light 

of the Recent UNESCO Resolution on Jerusalem on Israel’s Independence Day

(2 May, 2017) and US President Trump’s Recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.   

Is it true that Israel (and Christianity) have no historical heritage status re: Jerusalem?

See Reflections for the Week.]
A. Jesus Wept over Jerusalem – He beheld the city, and wept over it.
Lk. 19:41
1. The Place of Jerusalem in in God’s Plan.
a. Its first Mention in Scripture as Salem – Melchizedek king of Salem
Gen. 14:18

b. Its Meaning is Peace – King of Salem, which is, King of peace.
Heb. 7:2
c. Its More-often-than-not history however was far from Peaceful, because…
2. The Persecution by Jerusalem of God’s Prophets.
a. Her People Persecuted God’s Prophets.
Mt. 23:37a

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee. 
b. They Put aside God’s Protection:
Mt. 23:37b
How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not.
c. They Performed as Prophesied - Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city…
Mt. 23:34 
3. The Punishment of Jerusalem as Predicted.

a. They shall suffer Tribulation: 

Mt. 23:35, 36
That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 
Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.
b. Their Temple will be razed to the ground.

Mt. 24:1, 2

His disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said…verily I say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

c. Titus and his Roman army Triumphed over Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple in 70A.D!
Since then there has been no temple for the Jews (or others) to worship in!
B. The People “Wail” over Jerusalem
1. Today, only a small section of the Wall of Jerusalem remains above ground – the Western/Wailing Wall.
2. Every day, Jews gather there to Weep and “Wail” over the loss of their Temple.

Throughout the millennia, Jews from far reaches of the globe have turned in prayer toward Jerusalem. 
At each Jewish wedding, the groom breaks a glass to commemorate the destruction of the Holy Temple. And we close each Passover Seder with the resonating words – "Next Year in Jerusalem." - Aish.com
3. They are Weeping for the Temple loss and Waiting for the Messiah to come to restore Worship again.
C. The Nations will War over Jerusalem.

1. The Assembling of the Nations against Jerusalem.
Zech. 14:2
Just before their Messiah returns, God will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; 
and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

2. The Advent of the Messiah and the Battle Against the Nations:

a. The Lord and His Army will then Advance Against the Nations:
Zech. 14:3, 4
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day of battle. 
And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east…and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. 
b. The Attack and the Nations’ Affliction: 
Zech. 14:12
And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes 
shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.


3. The Assent on Jerusalem and its Ascent to a Position of Peace. The Lord will be Adored!  Zech. 14:16
It shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

D. As for us (Christians), We Wait for the New Jerusalem.

Rev. 21:2-7
1. The Coming down of the New Jerusalem from Heaven.
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
2. We are the great City, the Lamb’s wife.
Rev. 21:9, 10
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he …shewed me that great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God…
3. In the Meanwhile, while waiting for that day, let us Commemorate and look forward to it…
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Thou city ever blest,
Within thy portals first I find My safety, peace and rest. 
K. W. Sandell-Berg,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R671
1.  Regarding the status of Jerusalem, this was the view of UNESCO:

https://www.timesofisrael.com/on-independence-day-unesco-okays-resolution-ignoring-jewish-links-to-jerusalem/. 

The United Nation’s cultural body…passed the latest in a series of resolutions that denies Israeli claims to Jerusalem, in a move both forcefully condemned by Israel and touted as a diplomatic feat due to the growing number of countries that opposed it.

Submitted to UNESCO’s Executive Board by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar and Sudan, the resolution on “Occupied Palestine,” which indicates that Israel has no legal or historical rights anywhere in Jerusalem, had been expected to pass, given the automatic anti-Israel majority in the 58-member body…

The resolution indicates rejection of the Jewish state’s sovereignty in any part of Jerusalem. Israel is referred to throughout the document as the “occupying power” in Jerusalem, indicating that it has no legal or historical ties to any part of the city. 

Is this conclusion and verdict correct?
REFLECT

2.  The following are extracts from PRESIDENT TRUMP'S PROCLAMATION ON JERUSALEM AND MIDEAST PEACE on 6 Dec. 2017… 
See https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/1.827338
The President: 

In 1995, Congress adopted the Jerusalem Embassy Act, urging the federal government to relocate the American embassy to Jerusalem and to recognize that that city — and so importantly — is Israel’s capital.  This act passed Congress by an overwhelming bipartisan majority and was reaffirmed by a unanimous vote of the Senate only six months ago…
Yet, for over 20 years, every previous American president has exercised the law’s waiver, refusing to move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem or to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital city.

Therefore, I have determined that it is time to officially recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.
While previous presidents have made this a major campaign promise, they failed to deliver.  
Today, I am delivering.

Israel is a sovereign nation with the right like every other sovereign nation to determine its own capital.  Acknowledging this as a fact is a necessary condition for achieving peace.

It was 70 years ago that the United States, under President Truman, recognized the State of Israel.  Ever since then, Israel has made its capital in the city of Jerusalem -- the capital the Jewish people established in ancient times.  Today, Jerusalem is the seat of the modern Israeli government.  It is the home of the Israeli parliament, the Knesset, as well as the Israeli Supreme Court.  It is the location of the official residence of the Prime Minister and the President.  It is the headquarters of many government ministries…

Jerusalem is today, and must remain, a place where Jews pray at the Western Wall, where Christians walk the Stations of the Cross, and where Muslims worship at Al-Aqsa Mosque…

But today, we finally acknowledge the obvious: that Jerusalem is Israel’s capital.  This is nothing more, or less, than a recognition of reality.  It is also the right thing to do.  It's something that has to be done…
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu lauded U.S. President Donald Trump's official recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital on Wednesday, calling it a "historic day."
Netanyahu said that any peace agreement with the Palestinians must include Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and added that there will be no change in the status of the city's holy sites.

Was Jerusalem ever the capital of the Davidic Kingdom?
1 Chr. 11:4. 7
David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land…And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David.


Could other parties which claim the same show such evidence?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: History must Conform to God’s story and not Man’s Contorted story.
